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School Library Standards 

Supporting Common Core 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/lb/schlibrarystds.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/lb/schlibrarystds.asp






The Library of Congress Home page is a gateway to over 30 Million resources.   

This is the home page of a very complex site.. 



In this section you will become the expert on Primary Sources. 



Each of the sidebars instruct  you in each step of your path. The Using Primary Sources 

provides the tools you will need to get started. The Using Primary Sources  

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources


Primary sources are the raw materials of 

history — original documents and 

objects which were created at the time 

under study.  

 

They are different from secondary 

sources, accounts or interpretations of 

events created by someone without 

firsthand experience. 
 



Considerations for Selecting 

Primary Sources 
 

1. Before Selecting – Instructional Use 

2. While Selecting – Characteristics 

a) Audience 

b) Context 

c) Point of View 

d) Logistics 



Before you begin: 

• Choose at least two or three primary sources that support the learning objectives 

and are accessible to students. 

• Consider how students can compare these items to other primary and secondary 

sources. 

 



Primary Source Set 

Sets of primary sources on specific topics. 

Lesson Plans 

Teacher-created lesson plans using Library of Congress primary 

sources. 

Presentations and Activities 

Media-rich historical context and opportunities for both teachers and 

students to explore. 

Themed Resources 

The Library’s best exhibitions, activities, primary sources, and 

lesson plans on popular curricular themes. 

Collection Connections 

Historical context and ideas for teaching with specific Library of 

Congress primary source collections. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/


Before you begin: 

• Choose at least two or three primary sources that support the learning objectives 

and are accessible to students. 

• Consider how students can compare these items to other primary and secondary 

sources. 

 



Teacher’s Guide –  

Analyzing Primary Sources 
 

1. Observe – Have students identify and note details 

 

2. Reflect – Encourage students to generate and test 

hypotheses about the source. 

 

3. Question – Have students ask questions to lead to more 

observations and reflections 
 

Further Investigation 

Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to 

develop a research strategy for finding answers. 











The World Digital Library, www.wdl.org 
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